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than one. The sulphite of magnesia will always be tolerated by the stomach, 
even in extreme cases of irritation. It never acts as a poison, and therefore an 
erroneous dose will never be productive of evil—a quality which it alone pos¬ 
sesses among those remedies which have any decided value. Its extreme cheap¬ 
nesses another merit; it is, perhaps, the cheapest remedy in the whole materia 
niedica; and, when its real value has been ascertained, its cheapness will still 
more be appreciated.” 

Dr. P. does not claim that these salts are a panacea. He says they do not 
act as “ poisons towards the several morbific ferments which we have supposed 
to be the cause of the several zymotic diseases. 'They do not kill the catalytic 
germs of the organic poisons; but they react on the material components of 
our own organism, rendering it, by their presence, incapable of being acted on 
by these catalytic germs. It is, therefore, easily comprehended how extensive 
and beneficial must be the use of these sulphites, when it is remembered that 
among zymotic diseases we class the most numerous, the most obscure, and the 
most fatal of all diseases.”— Brit. Med . Journ ., Nov. 16, 1867. 

27. Picric Acid in Intermittent Fevers. —Picric acid is said to be an effica¬ 
cious remedy in intermittent fevers. Persons affected with such types of fever, 
upon whom quinine has lost all its beneficial effects by continuous usage of it— 
and this is the case with some of our soldiers who return from India—are re¬ 
ported to derive benefit from the use of picric acid and pic rates, by Dr. Asp- 
land, at the military hospital at Dukinfield. The knowledge of this fact, says 
Dr. Calvert, may be useful in districts in which exist poor populations, for it 
affords them a cheap febrifuge; and, moreover, picric acid is not dangerous, as 
arsenical preparations are; nor does it derange the stomach like quinine— 
British Med. Journ., Nov. 2,1867. 

28. Digitalis in Rheumatic Fever. —An elaborate and practically valuable 
paper on the treatment of rheumatic fever by digitalis, has been recently com¬ 
municated to the Imperial Academy of Medicine at Paris, by Dr. Oulmont, of 
L’HOpital Lariboisihre. Twenty-four cases of rheumatic fever, and a few cases 
of pneumonia and typhoid fever, were treated with this substance; but the 
important therapeutic deductions that are contained in the paper were derived 
from the first of these diseases only. As much as fifteen grains of the digitalis 
powder, in the form of infusion, was given in the twenty-four hours, and con¬ 
tinued at this rate until emesis was caused, when the quantity was reduced to 
such doses as could be tolerated by the stomach. Among the conclusions that 
Dr. Oulmont arrives at are the following: 1. In acute rheumatism, digitalis, 
when given in the above doses, lowers the pulse by from 10 to 40 beats, in three 
or four days; 2. The diminution of the pulse-rate is accompanied with a fall in 
the temperature amounting to several degrees; 3. Digitalis causes a rapid and 
complete disappearance of the symptoms when the fever is unaccompanied with 
complication; 4. It appears to prevent those exocardial and endocardial com¬ 
plications that so commonly occur in this disease; 5. No cerebral symptoms 
occurred in any of the cases ; 6. The excretions were unaffected : the abundant 
perspiration of rheumatic fever was neither increased nor diminished; and the 
urine was not modified in quantity or quality, digitalis failing to excite diuresis 
in this as in other febrile affections; 7. Digitalis has no action on the rheuma¬ 
tism proper—it acts only on the fever by lowering the pulse-rate and the tem¬ 
perature. 

Dr. Oulmont also discusses the modus operand! of digitalis on the circulation 
and temperature. He believes with Traube and Von Bezold, in opposition to 
Schiff and others, that the pneumogas trie nerves possess the function of cardiac 
inhibition; and he adheres to the view of digitalis having a stimulating action 
on these nerves. But as such a cardiac action is insufficient to account for the 
effect on the temperature, Dr. Oulmont feels inclined to express his concurrence 
in the opinion of an independent influence by digitalis on the vaso-motor nerves. 
— Ed. Med. Journ., Nov. 1867, from Bull. Gen. da Tk&rap ., 8me Liv., 1867. 

29. Treatment of Cerebral Congestion and, Hallucination hy Arsenious And. 
—Dr. Lisle states that insane persons often present more or less strongly 
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marked symptoms of cerebral congestion. Patients who suffer from hallucina¬ 
tions always do; but of 193 of the latter class, treated with arsenious acid, 131, 
or 67 per cent, were cured, and 29 were sensibly and permanently improved. 
Hallucination has hitherto been considered as a symptom of madness; it is 
really but a complication of it, almost always a serious one; it is the most 
characteristic symptom of cerebral fever. Arsenious acid is an infallible spe¬ 
cific in this disorder. The dose varies from five to sixteen milligrammes, admin¬ 
istered thrice during the day, before mefds ,-^Brit. Med . Journ., Oct. 26,1867. 

30. Bromide of Potassium in Epilepsy. —M. Namais has communicated a 
note to the French Academy on the therapeutic employment of bromide of 
potassium in epilepsy. His experience confirms and extends the statements that 
first emanated from the Edinburgh School of the benefits of this method of 
treatment. Fifteen grains thrice daily was usually given by this physician; but 
on one occasion, so large a quantity as 220 grains was administered in twenty- 
hours. By this, however, delirium and inability for movement were caused. 
The employment of the drug had therefore to be suspended; but during this 
suspension the epileptic fits became again frequent and severe, and only dimin¬ 
ished on a return to this remedy in more moderate doses.— Comptes Rendus , 20 
Mai, 1867. 

Be cent investigations have shown that the paralytic symptoms of such an 
overdose as M. Namais administered are among the physiological effects of bro¬ 
mide of potassium. M. Laborde has made a most extensive series of experi¬ 
ments. from which he concludes that this substance has no special action on 
the encephalon, heart, muscles, or nerves; but that it mainly influences the 
spinal cord, and that by suspending its reflex function.— Comptes Rendus, 8th 
July, 1867.. 

Eulenburg and Guttmann have also found that paralysis is the most promi¬ 
me nt symptom of a large dose, and they agree with Laborde in ascribing this 
paralysis to an action on the spinal cord.— Ed. Med. Journ., Nov. 1867, 

31. Compound Tincture of Benzoin in Chronic Dysentery and Mucous 
Diarrhoea. — W. N. Chippe r field, Act. Phys. General Hospital Madras, states 
[Madras Quarterly Journ. of Med. Sc., June, 1867) that he has employed the 
compound tincture of benzoin in chronic dysentery and mucous diarrhoea. The 
following is the formula he generally uses :— 

For Adults. — &.—Pulv. acacise, gr. xxx; tinct. benzoin, comp, fgj—f£ij; 
tinct. opii Ttpxx—n\,xl; aq. fontan. vel carui, ad f^vj.—M. A fourth part to 
be given every four hours. 

For Infants and Children. —R.—Tinct. benzoin, com. fgj ; vini ipecac, f 3j; 
syrupif^ss; aq. fontan. ad gijss.—M. One to three teaspoonfuls every two, 
three, or four hours. 

“ Should the stools/' he says, “ be frequent, very relaxed, but semi-feculent, 
from f gss to f^j of the compound tincture of kino may be added to each dose 
for adults, and a proportionate quantity for children; or the infusion of cuspa- 
ria or decoction of hematoxylon may be used as a vehicle instead of water. If 
opium be contraindicated, it may be omitted; or, if necessary, a proper quan¬ 
tity may be added to the mixture for children. 

“The exhibition of benzoin does not in the least interfere with the giving of 
other remedies when deemed necessary. Thus in asthenic and scorbutic cases, 
quinine (liquor quinae amorphous) may be added in any needed quantity to the 
mixture; or one or two doses may be replaced by a draught containing from 
Ttpxx to npxl of liquor ferri pernitratis. Lime juice or Bael sherbet may be 
given with the medicine. 

“ When laxatives are needed to insure the emptying of the bowel, castor oil, 
or rhubarb, or jalap may be given in the early morning, the benzoin being con¬ 
tinued through the day. From half a grain to a grain of podophyllin, with 
a grain of opium or half a grain of extract of belladonna, given at bedtime is 
an adjunct to the benzoin treatment, which I often use with advantage when 
the liver is inactive. This dose may be given for three or four consecutive 
nights, or it may only be required once or twice a week. Absence of bile from 



